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1 Cor. 11.16, 


B & if any man ſeems t0 be contentions, we have no ſuth 
cuſtome, nor the Churches of God, . 


SSSRSE He Apoſtle ( to ſhew that God Te- 
| 7 uites a decorwm and decent accomo- 
| ation in the Att of his worſhip ) 
ſharply inveighs againſt the Corinthi- 
i SWF aa woman, who from a Phantaſtical 
ra imitation of the She-Prophets and 
Prieiis vi che Gentiles, ( who had their faces diſco» 
vered and their hair diſhevelled, . when they-uttergd. 
their Oracles, or celebrated Rites and- ſacrifices to 
their Gods ) at the time of their praying and prophe- 
cying were unveiled in the Church, and appeared 
bare and open-faced in publick, notwithſtanding it 
was then accounted an -unſeemly and im | 
guiſe, as he proves it here. by ſeveral Arguments.: : 
1. Acomtrario, and that, ite 
iſt. From the decency ofthis Ceremony of havi 
a veil, v. 5. and, | 
uzly, From the fignificancy thereof, v.79. 
, bp the 2d. place, from an Argument. ab abſur- 
z V. 6. TI. | {2 
. ly, Heenforced it from the Aagelicahprelefce 
in the Church, v. ro. 32 511009 904 974% 
4ly, From WADI apark, wig. PINE 
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(z) | 
odd would it be for men to wear a veil, a womans 
dreſs, ſfoby the like reaſon is it as uncomely for 
womento be without a veil, thatis, in the guife and 
dreſs of a man 3 and however the devils of the Gen- 
tiles ſometimes take pleaſure in. this unſeemly ac- 
coutrement, in uncomlineſs agd abſurd garbs, yet 
the God whom they worſhip, with the holy Angels 
who are preſent at their devotions, loves a comely 
accommodation in fuch as worfhip him. 

Laftly, he concludes from the. example and- 
cuſtoine both of the Jewiſh and Chriſtian Church- 
es, neither of which had any fuch uſe for their wo- 
men tobe unveiled in their facred Aﬀemblies : Bus if 
ay (eem tontentious, ( that is) will not be fati 
with theſe reaſons, let hira know that ve, ( that is) 
we of the circumciſion, heve ao ſuch culture, nar the 
Churches of God, ( that is )) the Chriftian Churches ; 
ſo-St. mbroſe and Avfelm underftand it, or accor- 
ding ta Grotize, there is wo Canon foy it, nor is it a 

— og RT God, 4 * Tf 
w hec, as the Synack Tranflation hath it, 
_ all theſe reafogs will contend further, love to 
argue:on, lift fill to: ftmve, as the Geneva, here is 
one reterves an Argument, which is inf. one, 
and ſhould ſilence all furthes' diſputes about it ; we 
harh been reſfomari}pretiſeds the Clarcoof Gor 
th it been cuſtomarily prattiſed in the £90 ; 
, weand they bave ute comrary rule and 
culſode,am kxthixhe the -reſolurton in che 
Cale, 2 od 
_ From the 'Texa then and rhe comext 'we mey ob- 
ſerve the courſe St. Paw/took to fatisfy' a ſcrupulous 
coniciaacc rouching wRice or Coremony. T 
Di "1 L its 


13) 
1ſt. He urgeth the reaſonableneſs of the InjunAi- 
"Dn, and if chis Method be not effeAual, menbe-not 
convinced. by his reaſons, then he refers them to the 
Canons and cuſtomed of the Church, : from which 
they are by no means to ſwervye. 

But methinks I hear ſome diſaffeRted and conten- 
ttous ſpirits ( as if they would tax St. Paul himfelf of 
impertinency) to mutter,faying, what means all-this 
ado about a Rite or Ceremony, fince 'tis of no grea- 

ter matter ? it skills not greatly,whether men obſerve 
it or no, whether MR or _— fit or w_ all's 
one ; but our Apoſtle lets it not go ſo,but judging ita 
matter of importance, preſſeth the point hard, uſerh 
ſeveral Arguments, ſpends many verſes, even half 
a Chapter about it, andas we may ſuppoſe mainly 
for theſe two reaſons. 

Firſt, becauſe he diſlikes any contentions at all, 
fince in its very nature is included a breach of that 
peace of which God is, and we ought to be very 
tender ; for if contentions be not taken off at the firſt, 
within a while, at the 2d. verſe from the text 'we 
finde their miſchievous conſequence no leſs then a 
Schiſme; and the next verſe raw us,that they will 
proceed ſo far as to flat hereſies. 

21y, Becauſe he likes not contentions againft the 
Rites and Cuftomes of the Chorch, he well knew 

Satans Methods, this Arch-Antichriſt underſtands, 
that if he can firſt get himſelf children, they'l at 
grow to men; grant him once one 
—_—_ about oy lefſler matter hee'l be rea- 
-dy with his bolder Lopick to attack ter points ! 
allow him Hier bat the endleneſs hw” # cog 
Plice out ofthe Church, the next news will _ = 
B.2 2 


(4) 
ſe of God is degraded toa ſtable: if [ down with 
Ceremonies) once become Canonical, *twill nor: 
be:longere the reſpetts due to the Sacrament ſhall be. 
lntle better then Apocryphalt ; if he may but dif- 
racethe former, you ſhall finde him ſoon after con- 
| Hee of the other, ſo ia this Chapter, he falls foul 
with the Lords Supper ; the Corinthians firlt praying in 
publick, having their heads covered, and whilſt they 
roach the Lords throne in ſo uncuſtomary.( and 
therefore irreverent ). poſture, can we expect better 
manners at his Table? accordingly v. 20.&c. they 
eat and drink there,,.as if they had been at home,and 
that ſometimes to exceſs, ſo ill were the eflets. of 
2 conteſt raiſed at firſt about a circumſtance in the 
worſhip of God. St. Pas! therefore- oppoling .him- 
ſelf to theſe praiſes, after other reaſons inthe pre- 
cedent verſes, he lays for his ground this of the Texr. 
He have no ſuch cuſtome,— or more fully according to 
Grotius's Interpretation, we have neither Canon-nor 
ome for it ;, neither we, nor the Churches of God ; 
whence in- the friſt place we infer, that as the 
Churches of God have had;- ſo they ſtill have, may, 
and ought to have, their reſpeAive canons, and con- 
ſtitutions, touching Rites and ceremonies, whereto 
due obedience ought to be paid by all ſuch as are in 
communion... // This.is ſo apparent a.truth,, that to - 
deny-it and, judge:ſuch Eccleſiaftical ſanftions; and 
conſtitutions unſawful; is tw charge: all the ancient 
known parts of the Church of Chriſt, with. a fintul 
uſurpation of authorityia the. Chuxch:; for that they 
enjoyed both mn geoerl ang provincial pods what 
they judged, uſetpl,; is maniteſt,' from the canvas of 
the Code 'of the ugiyerſal-Church, and of the Raman 


and 


(5) 
and-Aſyrian Churches, and from the more ancient 
canons amongft thoſe called the Apoſtles, and from 
other Eccleſiaſtical rules of diſcipline frequently 


mentioned in 7ertull. Cyprian and other ancient Wri- _ tug. Ci + 
ters : Licet Paſtoribus & Epiſcopis, &c. it becomes ſuch /ef; Ar: wi. - 
to make canons that Cu be done' in order in ; 4 & go 


Church, ſo the Zugeft. Confeſs. and for the more due 
and regular obſervance of iuch-Ecclefiaſtical laws, 
and canons, it hath-been the cuſtome of the Church- 
es of God, and thoſe too, which werightly call Re- 
formed, to- require ſubſcriptions thereto; thus 1t 


was uſed amongſtrhe Pro ts in;Poland,. where, x tn p.36. 


after the conſent ( chiefly. touching the: Lords Sup- 
per ) waseftabliſht in the ſynod of Sandemir no. 
Dzi. 1570. between. the Churches | of thoſe three 
confeſhons, the Bobemian, Auguſtine and Helvetian, 
it was concluded-in another following general ſy- 
nod, that none ſhould be admitted intothe Mini 
unleſs Inns : the French Church requi- 
red likewiſe aſubſcription:totheir Liturgy, and be- 
ſides this it hath been 'the cuſtameeven of che refor4 
med Churches, to impoſe-folemn Oaths for: the: yet. 
cloſer binding to-canonical obedience:; thus, in the. 
Behemian Churchz after Ordination the Miniſter was 
ſolemnly admittcd : to his: Miniftration' by the, 
Viſitours,, whoamong' other things-commitred-to 
Þimtheir /tber: Retualis,, containing their form and: 
Rites of worſhip 3 tothe performance. thereof, th 
did oblige themſelves at their Ordination by.a Reli- 
gious oath: So at. Strecburgh, after: its; Refor-: 
mation, theywhoentred into the Miniſtty;.:did by! 
Oath) undertake to keep in thecomminnibnand- obe++ 
dience of thei races I 
= - 1ng 
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ding to the Law of God, and their canons, ſtatutes, 

Ordinances: andit 15 related from the laws of 
Geneva ( where an eſtabliſhr Liturgy is one of their 
conſticutions-), thatall there who were received to 
the Miniſtry, muſt oblige themſelves by Oath, to 
obſerye the Eccleſiaftical Ordinances ordained by 
the Councils of rhat City : and in the Hungarier 
Chuzcb, they binde themſelves by cath tothe obſer- 
vation of the Eccleſtaſtical canans and performing 
due obedience to the Biſhop: But if the contentious 
amongſtus wi condemnall Ecclefiaftical laws and 
ſanctions, andaccount ing pure, but what. is 
uſed in their conventicles ,'1 -joyn ifſue with 
them even upon that, 'and appealto.their own pra- 
ice and preſcriptions, whether many thirigs -ave 
not ordered- according-to-the humours of the Migi- 
ſter ; beſides mcnare very much miſtaken” to'think 
ceremonies and conſtitutions meerly indifferent, I 


mean, in the general ; for howeverevery particular 
ceremony be indifferent, and every eitates Gow- 
ſtitution is arbitrary, "and alterable, 'yer 

ſhould bo ſentbotacmeite driq- nventitmy*yani_ſihers 
«bſaluts, informuch as no outward work can be per- 
formed without ceremonious ctrcumftances,ſome or 
ather ; and that there ſhould be ſome' conftiturions 


concerning them, it '1s alſo : h 
not Gmpdy nad abſolutely, as muah nor s 
hypotheſi, & meveſſitate- comvenitutiz, otherwile quot 
oapits, 10t ſchiſmuate ; whereof what other 'iwould be 
fuſionsin the Church, when every one aGts as his 
= . or: - are / - is | 
ftxurionslome cther are neceflary I 


+ 5 7 
to the Apoſtles when they met in a Council at Z*rx- 
ſalem for ſerling the Churches peace ; We reade, 
A-. 15. 28. thatthey would lay no other burthen 
ry beſides theſe neceflary things : *twas not 
enough with them, that the things would be necef- 
fary when they had required them, but they looked 
on an antecedent neceflity, which was the only 
ground of their impoſing theſe Commands apon 
the Gentile-Chriſtians : but obſerve, this antecedent 
necefſicy did not ariſe from the nature of the rhings 
enjoyned, but from the expediency and convenien- 
cy there was for the Injun@ion, by reafon of the 
preſent junRure of affairs, and to fay qtherwiſe, 
would be to contradia the Apoſtle, or make him to 
contradit himfelf: from which Apoſtolical fynod 
( as may be _ —_— — tn = 
Fasdivimumallow a5 power of impoſing thin 
on the Church, which they afſerr to be included A 
the word ir=.&; and conſequently, that things in- 
different in their own nature become 


ry to be | 
practiced after ſuch ® decree or Tnjuntion, the like ' ** 


do the Aſſembly grant in their. Confeſſion ; more-. 
over the Apoſtles did nor only exercife this power 
when they ſat in Counctttogether, but when 

were #ſunderatfo-: Sr. Peufofren mentions Conſtt- 


rutions that he inade for diverſe Charches, for the - 


Church of Galetiz he made an Order, .that Collefi- 


ons for the poor ſhould be made on every.firft day of *&7 161-5 
thn jaragr te yeiy INES, "FUOWes 


ſs for that Churctr - fo for the Chutth vf 7heſſalon;- 
cw, where he commanded appoſttsapainit his derer, 
ntinations to be red 3 neither c5 4 


ſuch 


— www 
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(8) | 
' ſuch things as theſe be commandedby an unchange- 
; able law, fince they are to be taken up and laid aſide, 
as occaſion ſeryeth, thezefore the Apoſtle having in- 
ſtructed theCorinthians in matters of faith and. god- 
lineſs, puts offtheſe other matters till his own com- 
16g, that he might ſee what is moſt expedient ; che 
reſt will 7 ſet in order when JT come, where hepromiſeth 
you ſee to appoint things belonging to outward. Or- ' 
der; now we know, that he never came-to Corimh 
after that, who then did order - thoſe other things, 
but the Governours ofthe Church? he might have 
preſcribed unto them a compleat form for outward 
Order and Polity, but he foreſaw. that the fame or- 
ders would not fuit every ſtate of a particular 
Church, and therefore his coming being prevented, 
his ſucceſſours had power to determine: of things ; 
_ and if the ſame orders, and conſtitutions will not 
ſerve a particular Churchat all. times, how was it 
ible for the Apoſtles to- expreſs: all matters -of 
ites'and Orders belonging -to the Catholick 
Church ? ſometimesthe Church hath todo with Pa- 
gans, ſometimes with Hereticks,and thoſe diverſe,by 
reaſon whereof the Church hath been occaſioned to 
change her Rites ,..as' namely dipping in baptiſmc, 
which ſhe'hath changed from thrice to once, and 
from once to thrice ;\ accordingly as the 2oth Arti- 
cle aſcribes a power to the Church to decree Rites 
and Ceremonies, ſo the 34th ſays, every particular 
Churchhath authority to ordain, change or 'aboliſh 
Ceremonies or Rites in the Church: the ſame inthe 
Articles of Religion of the Church of /reland printed 
 *10 the Reign of Queen bh: and accords with 
the Co ofthe Reformed Church of Fraxce, 
x publiſhed 


(9) 
*publiſhed in the year 1562. which adds, qui hos de- Diſcipt. te; 
rrettamt cercbroſ oF pervicaces apud nos hab?ntur, ſuch i# x Reform. 
as refuſe to obey are accounted with us-obſtinate and g., Cnibes. 
braialick ; and accordingly ought they to be pro- rc Are. 32. 
ceeded againſt ; and in caſe other Mechods do not jjg3t, © 
take, is ſeront retrenches de Þ Eliſe, they are to be feſs. Eccl.Gol. 
gut off from the Church : fo our Saviour, he that 77/77 Faſcia 
heareth not the Church, let him be unto thee, as @ heathen © 
”4n and 1 þ1b/ican, and what is the condition of ſuch ? 
they are delivered over unto Satan ; a fad condition, if 
true, and moſt true'it is, verily I ſay unto you, whatſo- 
ever ye ſhall binde on earth, ſhall be bound in hegves; this 
is nobrutum fulmen : fuch a blinding as this, may be 
a prologue to- the caſting into utter darkneſs : hoc 
vero erat futurt judicii prejudicinm, faith Tertullian, this 
doom is the forerurner of the day of doom, and a 
true preſident of that ſentence, which ſhall then paſs / 
upon diſobedient perſons,which hath been ſo deeply 
reſented by ſome, that we reade of many in Hiſtory, 
who would not admit of comfort after Excommuni- 
cation, till they were reconciled to the Church ; 
and if I miſtake not, the iaceſtuous perſon men+ 
tioned, 1 Cor.6. and 2 Cor. 2. may bea pregnantex- 
ample, after whoſe excommunication, ſo deep a 
ſorrow ſerſed upon him, as that the Apoſtle himſelf 
fearing that he ſhould be (wallowed up with it, . for 
the ſaving of his ſoul, gave order for his abſolution : 
ſuch then, as will not obey the conſtitutions. of the 
Church, muſt lo kto feel the. weight of her, cen- 
ſures: but if after this any perſevere 1a their gore 
neſs, then the Magiſtrate may doubtleſs by his pow- 
er, uſed with Chriſtian moderation, endeayour to 
ſtop the ſpreading df the contagion, and do what in 
C wiſdome 
> 


2-Cor. 6. I. 
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wiſdome he thinks meet to preſerve: the purity .and 


peace of Church and State, urging againſt them ei- 


ther that of Roms. 14.22. or 1 Cor. 10. 32. or that of 
Gal.5. 12. 1 would that they were even cat off that tron- 
ble you ; whereby doubtleſs is meant, not a cutting 
off from the Church by way of Excommunication,. 
for that was in St. Pauls power to do,, nay, they had 
cut themſelves off from the Church before, but a 
cutting of by the civil power which: then was hea- 
then, and therefore he would not have it made uſe 
of by Chriſtians,, for he would not allow them ro ap- 
peal to unbelieving Magiſtrates, no, not in Civil, 
much leſs in Spiritual matters and fo wiſheth only 
there were a fitting power, thatis, a Chriſtian Ma- 
iſtrate to puniſh or baniſh thoſe that trouble the 
hurch of Chriſt, or ſince there was no ſuch power, 
he inprecates, that God would be pleaſed to cut them 
off by his own hand : and inthe Apoſtles time *tis ve- 
ry obſervable, that there were- corporal puniſh- 
ments miraculouſly added ro the Churches cenſures, 
pon the obſtinate and contumacious 3 not only in 
particular Inſtances of Saul, fnanias, Saphira, 
Flimas, but the delivering a perſon unto Satan, hath 
been ordinarily obſerved, to include with the ſen- 
tence of the Church, a giving him-over to ſome out- 
ward bodily calamities, tobe inflited on him by the 
evil ſpirit ; of whicha particular inftance is given by 
Paulimut in the life of St. e, concerning the 
frvant of one Silico: and this is preſumed' to have 
continued in the Charch, whilſt ſabfiſted without 
any influence from the ſecular power, but when 
once the Church came to'be incorporated into the- 
Common-wealth , the. miraculous way of adding 
puniſhment 


(11) 
puniſhment to the Churches cenſures ceaſed, and 
the Magiſtrate took care roenforce the ſpiritual wea- 
pons of the Church with the more ſenſibly keen and 
ſharp ones of the Civil State. Thus is 1t done at Ge- 
»evs it ſelf ; wherethe eg ſhew great ri- 
gour againſt them that are diſobedient to the Orders 
of the Church ; inſomuch that if any be ſounwile as 
todiſpiſe them, he is openly puniſhed with Baniſh- 


ment, or otherwiſe. S; quis prefratt auttoritatem Ee- Epit.bp.zan; 


. "cleſie ſpernat, —If any one ( faith Calvin ) do obſti- 
nately ſlight the authority of the Church, unleſs he 
leaves his contumacy , he is baniſhed by the Se- 

nate fora year, and if any one ſhew himſelf un- 
ruly and ſtubborn , the Senate doth take the 

cauſe toir ſelf, and puniſheth the Party : ſuch of- 
fenders therefore, as diſobey the Orders and Canons 
of the Church, and contumaciouſly perſiſt therein, 
ought tobe ſoundly ſcourged by the Paſtoral rod,and 
cut off from the body of the Church by the ſpiritual 
ſword of excommunication ; and if that will not 
work a reformation, as indeed it is not likely to do, 
— the more obſtinate and ſ{chiſmatical, who are 
like to think themſelves ſhrewdly hurt, by being cut 
off from that body, which they chuſe not to be'of 

and fo being puniſhed into a quiet enjoyment of 
their ſweet 1eparation, they have buttheir deſerts 
af, as examples and warning to others, they be de- 
livered up into the hands of the civil powers, and fo 
they be haled to the Judge, and the Judge deliver 
themto the Officer, and the Officer caft them into 
Priſon: indeed were the Conſciences of men as 
they ſhould be, the cenſures of the Church:might be 
a ſufficient coertioa upon them, but being as too 
C 2 many 


(12) | 
meny are, hell and damnation-proof, ifthe Biſhop: 
had noother deteniives bur Excommunication, no. 
other power but that of the keys, he may ( as one no- 
teth ) for any notable effe.+,. he is like to do upon the 
fa tious and contumacious, furrender his. Paſtoral 
ſtaff, ſhut upthe Church; aad.put thole keys under 
the door 3 Thus then we have ſeen that the Church- 
es of God have, may, andought to have, as former» 
ly, their Canons and- Conſtitutions,. to which all 
Chriſtians are bound to give obedience, otherwiſe 
they incur the Churches cenſures, and: are. worthy 
to be debarred the priviledge of ſuch: a ſociety, and 
what other puniſhment the Civil.Magiftrate thinks 
good: to annex. 

2/y, We infer,that the Church hath her cuſtomes: 
now in caſe there be no certain conſtitution, a gene- 
ral received cuſtome hath the force of a law ; thus all 
Societies, beſides their laws in books, have their 

Pand.z Tit.z- cuſtomes in prattice, and thoſe not to be taken. u 
delegbu. 35-and laid down at every mans pleaſure : the Civil- 
Law fays this of cuſtome, /momagne Authoritatis hoc 

jus habetur ut non fuerit ſcripto comprehendere - neceſſe ; 
{ the Apoſtle here was zealous. for Church- 
cuſtomes, as were likewiſe all the Fathers of the 
Nicene- Council, wdewe immer, let cuſtomes ſay 
they yaw» them carry it: andin thoſe things 
( laith St. Auftin ) wherein the holy Scripture hath 
Tpif.t5. defined nothing,. mos populi Dei & inſtitute majorum 
Dbique Cbri- pro lege tenenda ſunt :the cuſtomes of Gods people and 
= ex the appointments of ourforefathers muſt be held for 
recept - pare- laws, but»we need no other, and can have no grea- 
miar axiom#-yer inſtance in this caſe, then our Saviour himſelf, 
on who,. when he. came into the. world , complyed 


with 


('r3") 
with the Rites and cuſtomes he found, and this-is: 
the Topick whence our Apoltle dedacerh the laſt Ar- 
gumeant he here uſerh ina matter of decency : *tis in 
a word, 'tis not the cuſtom? : which alone ought to. 
fuffice in things of that nature, though no other, 
could be alledged, and which indeed ought to be 
alledged alone without any more ado, whenave have 
to deal with contenrious perſons. St. Paw! we finde 
was content to reaſon with thoſe as were capable of 
fati>fation, but for ſuch whom no reaſon could fſa- 
tisfy,. bat would be always contradiing and cla- 
mouring, he thought them nor worthy of any other 
anſ\ver, then telling them, ſuck.is not , or ſuch is 
the cuſtome received and pra tized in the Church of 
God. Now againſt ſuch conteatious ſpirits amongſt 
ns, 1 ſhall he, the ſame plea, and in juſtification of 
the known Rites and ceremonies and conſtitutions 
of this Church of Zxgland, appeal to the the ancient - 
uſages and:cuſtoms of other Churches .; Tle in- 
ſtance in fome particulars. 
iſt; That of the Surplice, we reade of white veſt- 
ments in-St. Chryſoff. and: St; Feroms time ; Poly- 
dore « Virgil, and 1ſdore write , it was ordained 
by Srephanus Biſhop of Rome in the third Cen- 
tury , to be uſed by Miniſters on their Mini- 
ſtration ; he that reads the 41 Chapter of the 
4th Council of Carthage will fiade , that -it 
was uſed at that time ; and Theodoret tells us that 
Conftantize gave one to Macarins Biſhop of Feruſa- 
{emasa peculiar garment to miniſter: in : and the 
Bryn of the word Superpelliceum uſed-to lig- 
ify a ice, denotes it to be of ancient ule : 


n 
ws "tis well obſerved, that in the Arabick Tanguage 
| the 


714) 
*the Apoſtles in oppoſition to the Chemarims ( which 
Funiws renders Atratos Jare termed by a word which 
ſome render Albicantes, others wiri albis induti 
veſtibus, men in white veſts or Surplices, as is de- 
clared by Buxtorfins , and hath been obſerved þ 
R.D. Amncbi on Zeph. 1.4. The Votaries likewiſe 
17d. D. Haw of the Lamb of God are repreſented to St. Fohs, as 
\wond on R7: celebrating bis ſolemn ſervice in the Chriſtian 
on occafion by Church in this habit. Moreover the Surplice is 
'ſerera| other at this day uſed in the Reformed Churches of the 
Churches.oid, Auguſtan confeſſion : and whence is our Dominics 
\Conſenſ. Sor- ins albis, our Whit-ſunday , but from the white 
_ Robes then worn by all Chriſtians ;-and if fo ma- 
- &o it then, may *not one in a congregation 
nie it now. 
Fuft. Maryy 2dly. The Crofs,it was oft times uſcd by all Chriſti 
againſt Try- ans in the Primitive times, and particularly in the 
pron.antn Office for Bapr:ſme, as 7ertall. and others witneſs ; 
nel, de Gon _ fo bow = _—_ res of the — 
—_ - of <4 or the moſt part uſe it, and in other 
jm fe os of Tivics Service ; and for further fatisfact- 
pip. 36. 4d on, "that *tis according to ancient cuſtome, I refer 
mT you to the 18 Cannon : nor can it be Taid to be 
an —_— the Sacrament of _ as the 
*Rubrick re private Baptiſme res, nor 2 
'diſtin& Sacrament, having no inviſible grace ac- 
companying it, which is effentiall to conſtitute a 
Sacrament , neither do we pretendit hach ; ſo that 
*tis not unlawful upon either of thoſe ocounts, its 
uſe being / as the words which are ſpoken at the 
making of it exprefly declare ) only to fignify, as 
among the Primitive Chrittians ; as when the King 
taving created thoſe noble knights of his Order, 


OWS 
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beſtows upon them the Garter, and theblew Riband,. 
as badges to be known by of others, and to put 
them in miade of the great honour done unto 
them ; in like manner when the Infant' hath by 
baptiſme been inrolled in the Militia of the king 
of glory, this ſigne of the Croſs is made upon 
his forehead, to declare that he was conſecrated 
to, Chriſt crucifyed, that he hath put om-his Livery, 
and wears his Badge. 

3dly. The Ring iw Marriage : by a largeconſent 
of Churches and Nations hath a Riag been thought- 
fit to eſtabliſh the Matrimoniall contrat, as. a: 
pledge or earneſt thereof ; whence "was the or- 
dinary cuſtome of the Jews to uſe the Ring of 


eſpouling, as Buxtorf. witneſſeth : the like amon 


the cuſtomes-of the Romans ; Zr digits pignus forts 
dediſti : but yet notwithſtanding no part of their 


paganiſme ; as 7ertws. evinceth ; S. fuſtin calls it, De 124. c. 16. 


Arram ſponſs : In the Reformed Church of Heſſen 
they marry with a Ring, they do the like in 
Lithuania, '&Cc. 

4ly. The Glorie Patri, and our often repeating of 
it : the Jews ordinarily uſed ſome ſuch doxol 
or Hallelujah, and the Non-conformitſts at this : - 
at the end of their prayers, four or five times in 
an Aﬀembly uſe that doxology, to whom with the 
Father, and the holy Ghoſt, &r. In the Arabick: 
verſion of the Pſalms we have, Glory be to the 
Father, &c. at the end of every tenth: Pſalm, and” 
was probably in praice at the end of every Pſalm. 
If being reafonably ſappoſed that the words there-- 
in contained, ought to excite and ftir up all the 
fairhful who beard: them recited; to praiſe _ 
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Lord and magnify his Name. Damaſus appointed it 
ſc. 1:2. de tobe ſo in the 4b. Century, who was then Biſhop of 
Inftit. Cenob. Rope, and that the Weſtern Churches uſed it ſo, we 

have the teſtimony of Cſiznws, who lived above 1 320 
Whenveaffert YEArS ag0, and moreover he witneſlſeth, that an all the 
any thing with Churches of France they uſed to ſtand at it, and 
_ y-m furely if we =P and __ to-ſtand at the rehear- 
all; ſay, cis {al of the Apoſtles Creed, to ſhew our conſtancy 
is whe nut, and readineſs to maintain that faith which we there 
and we will . we 
itand roir. Profeſs , much more at this Hymn, which is both a 
Biſhcp Spar- Compendium or ſhort profeflion of our faith, and a 
_ ſong of praiſe to God. 

- Standing at the Goſpel ; this is likewiſe ve- 
be ancient ., as appears by the Decree made for 
that purpoſe by Anat iſs, Anno Chriſti 400, mentic- 
ned by Platina in his life 5 and if we may be- 
lieye Darantws , it was in ule long before. 

; a Standing at the Pulms and Hymns ; this geſture 
is 


Pſal.*334- 2. en notice of in Scripture-as very proper for 


our lauds-and .thankigivings ; at this Othce we 
reade all 7ſrael ſtood in Davids time, 2 Chron. 7. 
and ſo long after the Levites called to the people 
to ſtand up and bleſſe the lord their God, Neb. 9.5. 

7ly, Anceling at the receiving of the Euchariſt ; this 


hath been anciently uſed in the Church, and the 
more..generally obſerved by reaſon of the Arriaxs, 
who denyed the deity of Chriſt ; fo ought it to be 
uſed againſt the Socinian Hereticks and Familiſts ; 
and if you will in oppoſition to_ the Pope, who all 
inſolently ſhew their equality with Chriſt bimſelf, 
by.receiving it ſitting, a geſture which at the re- 
ceiving of the Communion hath been prohibited , 
if- aot condemaed, by a full Synod of. Proteſtants 
. 


% in 
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in Poland : moreover it was the ordinary geſture in 
the Romiſh Pagan Idolatry,.the ancient laws, of 
their Pagan-worſhip requiring ,, Us adoraturi ſedeant,; 
which as Plutarchatfirmeth, wasappointed by . V#- 
ma Pompilics : and Tertwllian informs us, that at 
their Gentile Solemnities , even in his time adoratis 
fegillaribus ſuis ſedendo, And belides fitting at prayers 
( whenlI hope we are lifting: up - our hearts as/WE Fe procumbes- 
receive the Sacrament );'is againſt all:Scriptare. ** _— 
Preſidents and Commands, P/al.95. 6.:and- 1 Sam. fi he. 
7.18, is rather to be rendred, - he food before the hem. Contel. 
Lord ani ſaid, and Yatablus well obſerves upon its pww:tt 1, 
nox licuit ſedentem-orare ,, 10 in, the N., T.,, Af. 20. wa Aon xs 
36, 214 5 9, 40, This was forbidden in the primitive ©» Fes” 
Church, as 7ertwl. witneſſeth, ſedentem orare, extra 3; fruit 
diſciplinam , to lit at prayers is againſt . the rules of percipientes. 
worſhip: he thatminiſtreth, may ſometimes kneel, 7 "xc, 
ſometimes ſtand”, -but he-hath no warrant: to fct oc vienſis 
when he prayeth :: thus Se/omon'at the Dedication # on 
of the Temple immediacly.afterone prayer upon- his i, © * joyned 
knees, 1 ing. 8. 54. he beginneth another of Benex themſelves | 
diction ſtanding, v. 56. 57. but what geſture more, 2,7; 
cohvement for the devout receiver then this of w4.artheend 
kneeling, who as he kneels-may abaſe himſelf to,the of the ou * 
duſt, and again ( with the Royal Votary.:) may lift agmbly of 
up his hands to God, and may look. up, ,.'*.7 + Gacois, 
8ly, -Bowing at the name of Feſus ; for this I refer <1" 2573: 
you to the 18th Canon, and 52. Injuattion. of Queen 
#lizabeth to certify you , that it hath been;an anci- 
eat cuſtome of the-Church ; neither can,/any,morc 
be reaſonably objefted againſt it then, going to 
Church at the toll of the Bell; for as the onetellsus 
the time when weare to worſhip God, ſo the men- 
tioning 
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tioning of the name of Jeſus puts us only in minde 
of him we owe all reverence to, - without diſhonour- 
I objeftof our worſhip by any Image 
of him, which only repreſents thar which Is Ne1- 
ther the objeF nor reaſon of our worſhip. In 
Spain *tis the cuſtome as oft as they make mention 
of their King, they uncover their head, adding with- 
all this ſhort Safwration, Nueſtro ſenior que dios puarde 
muchos anios , our Lord whom God preſerve many 

Is theChnech. YEArS * So Embaſſadors at their ſolemn Audience 

es of Lithus- being covered, yet to ſhew their great reverence 

_ Polos, to their King whom they repreſent, they uncover 

where they their heads as oft as they make mention of him ; 

have cheir how much more reaſon have we who profeſs to 

n__ 4. be Chriſtians, at our ſolemn [Audiences and ad- 

ways putthem dreſſes, to uſe ſome token of Reverence and re- 


offar thename (ets to the King of Kings, our Lord and Saviour 


Dork p no Jeſus Chriſt, as oft as we hear him mentioned : 


the truth is, all the names of ' God are holy, yet 
becauſe the name' Zeus exhibires to us the mani- 
feftation of God in the moſtendearing circumſtan- 
ces, therefore as the Myſteries celebrated on the 
Altar cauſed that preference of it before all other 
parts of the Church, for to do our worſhip towards, 
( which is to be our next inſtance) ſo this name 
of Jeſus above all other names or words that fig- 
nify God or his attributes, may well be made uſe 
of to determine the time and occaſion, when in the 
rime of Divine Service we ſhould more exuberantly 
venture devotion in the Corn God our 
Saviour, eſpecially the Scripture ſeeming to hint 
ſome ſuch thing to us, 


gly, Bowing 
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gly, Bowing towards the Hitar';:0r at Or entring Wien ye enter 
in and coins out of the Charch ; whach though not'ss: on houſe 
enjoyned by Canon, bur left adlibitzm, is yet . ſoma. rv. and 
far recommended to us as an ancient cultome, as why _— we 
ought at leaſt to pur to ſilence ſuch as areconten- j,,c of neli- 
tious and quarrel{ome, againſt thoſe that obſerve gious manners 
it : we reade that Moſes did reverence at the very.) qt 
door of the Tabernacle, Namb. 20. and that He able, when we 
Zekiah, and all that were preſent with him, when rg ey 
they had made an end of offering, bowed avd wor- yjuns. us. 6. 
ſhipped : and for our - bowing at our nearer mane 

roaches to the holy table, or the Altar, practiſed 7 
by Qu. Elizabeth, and King Fames, and which all 
the honourable Knights of the Garter are bound 
to by their Order, it is of the ſame nature with 
putting off our hats whilſt weare in the Church, 
and only determines a natural Act of reverence. 
that way, which the Primitive Chriſtians did uſe, 
to direft their worſhip and Adoration ; being an 
At of addreſs, and of tender of honour unto 
God ; 'tis therefore moſt ficly to be performed 
at or towards the place of our addreſs, viz. the 
Altar, whereat anciently, as the Euchariſt, ſo the 
whole devotions- of the Church were performed, 
and preſented to the divine Majeſty ; from which 
ſpiritual Sacrifices it received the name ; ſo that 
all the honour the Altar receives in theſe adorati- x, ,,,,.. 
ons made towards it, is this, that it is uſed as a 
direftive Inftrument for people to ſhew which wa 
they are to ſet their faces when they make t 
adorations to God , but the: worſhip is no more 
done to the Altar by being done towards it, then 
it is done to the Church by being done an it. 

D 2 toly, 
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h roly, Turning and: praying towards the \Faft : this 
Bela. de cul- hath been anciently commanded by #7g:livs Biſhop: 
ow $00e'S: of Rome, Auno Chriſti, 540. and lome write, that 
| it was a tradition. from the- Apoſtles in ſolemn 
Damaſcese. and publick prayers in the Church, that all 
ſhould turn their faces towards the Eaſt, and for 

| in is that reaſon Churches were built Eaſtwards, and 
Gre. Noxes. a Canon tothis-purpole is alcribed- to- their name 
in the Arabick Code, to which - agrees alſo an an- 

Epiphanivs Cient profeſſion. of the Eaſtera Church, to be ſeen 
lays, this 9% in the learned Gregories Notes ; and to make the 
mong primi- cuſtome to. be. of the-greatelt antiquity, the ſame 
tive Chriſti- Author obſerves, that the Eaſt in the Hebrew 
= dr tongue is called Redem, the face or forepart ; the 
gives thisas a Welt Achor, the back-part ; the North Smo!, the 
_ - left hand. ; the South Teman, the right hand ; 
Js:bemoſtbo- Which impoſitions ( ſays he ) reſpeted either:the 
nourable pare making the firſt man towards the Eaſt, or rather 
| is the religious poſture at that time 3 and that dim 
gion of light called the North the left hand, xc. becauſe he him- 
| oe ſelf in the ſervice of God turned his face towards 
ariſerh,, Auf. the Eaſt ; and 'there 1s, great probability that he 
&6.2.de Serm-was no. ſooner diſpatch't out of the duſt, but he 
_—— o_ fell down to- the ſame earch again , and adored 
his Maſter this ſame way : and *tis not to be omitted, 

that our bleſſed Saviour 1s called the Eaſt,and that his 

.. ftar appeared in the Eaſt, and the Wile men came from 
thencez nay more, the Angels that proclaimed his 

Nativity, for their Temple is to be ſeen upon the 

Eaſt of Bethlem ; he was born 100 in the Eaitern 

of the world, nay, in orientati angulo Crvitatis 

Betblem, ſays Bede: but that he aſcended up 1n. the 

Eaſtern part of the heavens, it hath had moſt 


ancient 
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ancient and full conſent of the whole Church ; 
and if he ſo aſcended , we need not doubt but he'l 
return by the ſame way that he went : the Angels 
intimate as much, Math. 24. 27. accordingly we 
lay in our dead with their faces towards the Eaſt, as 
if they ſhould ſtand and riſe upon their feet ( at 
the ReſurreHion ) to meet the Lord 1a the Eaſt : 
well therefore may we have. reſpe& to that rather 
then any other Region of heaven in our ſfoulema de- 
votions. 

Iily, Reading and Singing the Pſalms and Hymns al- 
ternately ; this agrees with the. ancient praQice of 
the Greek and Latin Churches ; ſo Socrates and Zhe- 
odoret teſtify, and St. Baſil having brought it into 


his Church of YVeo-C2ſares to avoid any thoughts of Buſl.ad Net, 


ſingularity and novelty pleads for his warrant, the 
Churches of e/Zg ypt , Theſſolonica, Libia, Paleſtine, 
the frabians, Phenic. Syrians, Meſop. among whom 
the cuſtome was. Of nnz.'tis recorded, that ſhe 
did anſwer in her gratulatory confeſſion to Sizzeor , 
that went before = therein , as #raſmus renders 
the original : That this was the praCtice in the 
Church of Alexandria founded by St. Mark, we 
have likewile the report. of Zu{ebius , out: of Philo: 
Fudens ; and the ſame Philo F#d. averreth, that 
that ſong of Mofes and the children of 7ſrael, 
Exodns 5. 1, 20. was uttered with reſponſal melo- 
dies, alternately repeated , and both the Zoma 8nd 
other trats of the 7almud mention the people -in 
the period of their prayers , expreſſing, Bleſea be 
the name of the glory of his Kingdome for ever and ever. 
Tenatixs goes further , and tells us, that this 1s the 


pattern let us by the Quire of Angels, who ery : 
oud:: 


# 
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Joud one to another, the Seraphim to the Cherybim, 
Eſa. 6. >. and the Cherubim ecchoing back again to the Sera- 
The reformed PRI» #9ly, holy, holy : and Pliny writing to 7ra- 
Churches of ja# in the Chriſtians behalf, in the firſt Century, 
Heſſen and (aid, they uſed to ſing and praiſe Chriſt ſecum m- 


\-Bremen uſe to 


fing their Vice : and what exerciſe more becoming Chrilti- 
Pſalms and an Afﬀemblies, then thus in his Temple to be eve- 
Hymns bY ry one ſpeaking of his honour , and praiſing of 
courſe, vid. [ S 
Durel.p 38. him : The manner of performance could not be 
more decently and to greater Edification provided 
for, then is preſcribed by Canon or Cuſtome a- 
mongſt us, were our hearts but once in tune ſor 
ſo ſacred a work, and our pra&ice more uniform, 
devout and harmonious in the Celebration of it : 
In a word, what can more fitly declare our ad- 
moniſhing one another ,. then the rehearſal of 
theſe Pſalms and Hymns interchangeably and b 
courſe together , and that we do all this wit 
race or gratitude in our hearts unto the Lord, 
then the Doxology added in the concluſion. 
12ly, The Zzurgy it ſelf, as 'tis a ſet and preſeri- 
bed form ; *tis well noted on Timothy the firſt 
Chapt. of the firſt EpiſHe, that that place hath a 
rticulay reference of this duty of prayer to the 


publick ſervice of God , which will appear very ra- 


tional, if we conſider, that the Epiſtle is an Exhor- 
tation to 7imothy who was inveſted with Epiſco- 
pal Authority by St. Paul, and therefore ought to 
take care that common Supplications, &e. be made 
in the publick Aﬀemblies ; to this purpoſe is that 
Gloſs of Fez« on the words following : 7 will chat 
_—_ every where , ct. omnem locum intellige ſacris 
cetibs deſtinatams, and more fully that of Avetius, 


who 
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who faith, that as St. Paul! had given Timothy or- 
der in the former Chapter, to take care that ſound 
DoArine were preached to the people, ſo here, ut 
certam habeant | -5s 00 a certain form of prayer 
conſiſting ofthole ſeveral parts there enumerated : 
in parſuance of this Apoſtolical Exhortation - the 
Churches have till had their Liturgies , and that 
repleniſhed with this variety. The /vd/ars of St, 

mas have their ſervice in the Syriack tongue, and 
their Liturgy is tranſlated thence into I atine, and 
to be ſeen in Bibliotheca veterum Patrum, {0 is the Li- 
turgy of the Cophti or Chriſtians of Egypr, made by 
Severus Patriarch of AMexandria; and there is alſo a- 
nother attributed to St. Peter publiſhed by Zindanw : 


The A&thiopian Liturgy which hath St. Matthew for The Lirurgy 

its reputed Author , ſet down by Francis Alvarez in pf 5* Fames 
the Portugal tongue, and afterwards written in Ita- cha, pro, 
lian, is mentioned by Czfſard. in his Liturgies : He- 24 duagnoy 
geſippus noteth , that St. Fames was called Zacobus A ud 


Liturgicus for a form of ſervice compoſed by him for 


the Church of Feruſalem, whereof he was Biſhop , —_— 
itis printed in Greek and Latine ; there are like- Me 28. 


wiſe Liturgies aſcribed to St. Chryſoftome , St. Baſil 
or Greg. Nazians uſed in the Greek Church, and 
one of St. Cyril of which he gives a large account 
in his Catechiſm. The Gregorian or Romas Liturgy, 
the Muſarabick Liturgy of Sp4ix compoſed by /ſidore 
Hiſpalen, the Officium Ambroſianum , and that of 4- 
cans 1n England, which Bede mentions, together 
with the Dutch, Suevick, French and Daniſh Li- 
turgies: that of Gezevs to be ſeen in French, Latine 
aad Zxgliſb, et forth by Calvin ; that of Scotland 
compiled by Aoks; and if theſe be not inſtances e- 
nough 
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nough for this cuſtome , Biſhop Uſher will aſſure 
you, that all the Churches in the Chriſtian world 
in the firſt and beſt times, had their ſet forms of 
Liturgy : and though it be ſuppoſed , that ſome of 
thoſe which are extant are not genuine,yet the judge- 
ment ofthe Church where they are uſed, is an ar- 
gument of great authority to any prudent man, if 
not that theſe Liturgies are purely the fame with 
thoſe that were written by thoſe holy men , yet 
that there were ſuch Liturgies of their penning : 

Rev. 15- moreover have we not a ſet Gem of worſhip and ad- 

Pr {.. dreſsunto God recorded by St. Fohn, as ſung in hea- 

Fer. 10.6, 7. ven, compoſed out of the ſongs of Moſes , of David, 
and of Feremy, which certainly is a very goad Pre- 
ſident for us, —_— but revealed to St. Fohn 
by way of viſion and-extaſy : or if you look back 
to the times before the Goſpel, nay, before the 
Law , the Jews have -a form of prayer recorded 
which they fay was 'uſed by Noah, you may ſee 
it in the original; in the Notes of that learned 
Gregory, many of Davids Plalms were uſed, as the 
Jewiſh Liturgy ; and the profound Mede gives 
them that Title ; one notable Inſtance there 15s for 
the antiquity of forms of publick” and preſcribed 
prayers, 1n a Samaritan Chronicle or record, which 

Spicilegium, the renowned Arch-Biſhop of Armagh procured 

p- 6b. from the Library of the learned ZFoſeph Scaliger : more 

you may obſerve inthe Rabbins works, and from 
them in Scaliger, Selden, Fagins 5; Buxtorfins, and 

In his Notes Capelius tells us with Seldex, that Zzra and his houſe 

on Futich, p. the great Synagogue,appointed 18 Forms of Benedi- 

42-412 Qion: the Fewiſb Talmud, eſpecially that part called 
the Meſchna is full of ſuch forms, which carry the 

names 
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names of the ancient Rabbins that compoſed 

them : the firſt Chapter of the Zalmud is entituled 

( as Buxtorf oblerves ) Berachos , 1. e. of — 

and prayers for the fruit of the earth 3 and the 

praftiſe of the Jews ever ſince the penning of the 

Talmud in recording their ſet forms of prayer upon 

diverſe occaſions, 15 an Argument that it was their 

uſe to compoſe ſuch, . and uſe them in more ancient 

times , as is evident by the many volumes of pub- 

lick devotions publiſhed by them : the Afembly 

appointed a form of prayer for the Navy , from 

which. they were not to vary, and Smettimnuus 

allowed of 1mpoſition in ſome caſes : for they pro- 

pound this as an expedient , if it ſhall appear any 

Miniſter proves inſufficient, to diſcharge the duty 

of prayer 1na_conceived way , it may be impoſed 

upon him as a puniihment to uſe a ſet form and 

no other ; but what would they have done if the 

perſon thought himſelf ſufficient : Further , that 

the Lords prayer was preſcribed as a form is like- 

wiſe A by the Aſſembly in their Anno- Hier.l.z.contr. 

rations on that place of St. Zake, and accordingly "9 

hath ir been made uſe of in the Church of God ; x 5 3 

St. & tan faith , it was uſed in all the Chriſtian Grex-1- 7- 

world , and generally uſed in all .Liturgies and BE £1.. te 

publick prayers and adminiſtration of the Lords Sacre. c. 4- 

Supper: ſo St. Ferome, St. Gregory , St. Ambroſe, and 

Gregory the great, faith, it was uſed by the Apoſtles: 

Fox grants as much in his diſputation about the 

Maſs, and the ſame Gregory noteth moreover, that 

in the Greek Church it was ordinarily faid by all ya Grpu 

the people together : the Church of France and diſeps. of the 

other Reformed Churches do repeat it ſeveral times 2, 
E 1N Zonden. 
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in their Liturgies, and ſuch Proteſtants as follow 
the Avguſtan Confeſſion, and thoſe of the Reformed 

Euſeb.delaud. Church of Holland lay it ordinarily before and at- 

Cinftant. & ter meals at theend of their Graces: to add further, 

wu _—_ it is not probable that Conſtantine the Emperour 

bid.c. x7. , would have compoſed 4x#s das; godly prayers for 
the uſe of his fuldiers , if ſuch forms had not then 
been uſed in the Chriſtian Church , as Z»/ebius 
reports he did; and the ſame Author __ of 
dx invigudsy prayers that were conſtituted and ap- 
pointed : Orjzema too years before cites a piece of 
the uſual Liturgy, _ » frequenter in oratione di- 
cimus da omnipotens, obs partem cum prophetts, &C. 

PP and in his book againſt Ce{ſs, he declares Chriſti- 

23. Canon of ans tO Uſe exyraxawou dais prayers which were or- 

_ &> dained or conſtituted : St. Cyprian intimates uſe 

\ Anno Chrigs Of forms in the Carthaginian ſervice, by deſcribing 

327.thereaſon the entrance ſurfum cords, 8&c. So Tertullian a form 

which the oO . f 

Coundl adds Of abrenunciation in baptiſin : Fuſtin Martyr hath 

=,ne forte ali-the word do zw4 Common-prayer ; and the Coun- 

cen cil of Zaodicea ſpeaks of areaxarniy d;dr a Liturgy 
morantiams vel Of Prayers ; and the 18th Canon thereof is, that none 
hay oy en ſhould ray arbitrio , but ſemper cedem preces. The 

-. the COuncll of Carthage ordained thus : Quicunque preces 
very fame rea- 4/junde deſumir, &c. whoſoever ſhould frame any 

Pe &s: Other prayers ,, ſhould firſt conſult with his more 

the Jewiſh Li- learned Brethren, thinking it fit, that in this part 

rurgy rom of Gods worſhip, eſpecially the Spirits of the Pro- 
his Notes on PREtS, ſhould be ſubje& to the Prophets : thence 

Eutich. we have Calvins Falde probo, ſpeaking of a form of 

peney rr rayer, in his Epiſtle tothe Proteftor : Zznatives in 

from hencein is Epiſtle to the -AZagneſians doth earneſtly enjoyn, 

Fe Lu ſhore Vow yaw? that there be one Common prayer bs 

Sel. rs. a 
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all the Church, and in proceſs of time the 4z/e- ——— 


vitan Council did accordingly take care , that the 
prayers of the Church , and no others ſhould be 


uſed ; and the Council of Gzzgrene hath made one 
Canon to this end, xe orationes Eccleſia contemnantar : Anno.z24. 


yet this I muſt needs ſay, we are not ſo reſtrained, 
but on occaſion ; even in publick we may uſe 
our gifts, it they be grave, modeſt, diſcreet and 
humble ; for which we have the Royal approba- 
tion of one, who is the beft interpreter of 6 law, 
in his 'E»#y Bamxi, Now gor the Long of our 
Church , *cis ſuch , ops api ( thougha friend 
tothe Presbyterians ) ſtuck not to ſay, it was in- 
dited by the holy Ghoſt. Biſhop Crammer one of 
our rſt Reformers , and a chief compiler there- 
of made challenge to defend it , and to prove it 

rtetly agreeable to the word of God, and the 
ame in efftet which had been 1500 years in the 


Church of Chriſt ; and faith a late Reverend s.Gaudcs. 


Writer , Let any ſober man, that is able, com- 
pare the Liturgy of the Church of England .with 
thoſe now extant, and he will finde nothing ex- 
cellent in any of them, bur is in this of our Church ; 
'many things which are leſs clear or neceſſary in 
them are better expreſt or wiſely omitted in this : 
Neither4s there ſaith another ; 9m ancient claſ- 
fically condemned hereſy. to be found in the re- 
cords of Councils, Church-hiſtories, confutation 
of Fathers, which is not by ſome clauſe or other 
of our common-prayer excluded ; nor could all its 
moſt ſpiteful adverſaries ever yet draw; up any 
material obje&ion againſt it , but have ſtill diſco- 
vered more weak I I— then ia c__ | 

2 utc 
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But laſtly , whilſt we are ſpeaking of prayer, 
let us minde the houſe of prayer : that there have 
ever been in the Church of God places conſecrated 
and ſet apart for his worſhip, whereto all were 
bound to reſort. I might here aſcend up as high 
as Adam , and bring this cuſtome down to our 
preſent age, and ſhew you, how that before the 
fall in Paradiſe God had that which was analo- 
gical to a Church or Temple , a diſtint place 
where he manifeſted himſelf in a peculiar and 
ſpecial manner, for ſothe phraſe Mippene Fehovah 
ts underſtood by the Jeyp z accordingly not long 
after, Cain for murder 1s ſaid to be baniſhed from 
the preſence of the Lord, Gey. 4. 16. and hel 
though he ſacrificed abroad and in an open place, 
vet 1t ſeems it was in a place prepared or ſet 
apart for that purpoſe, Gen, 4. 4. but I ſhall con- 
tent my ſelf to ſpeak only to the time of the Goſ- 
pel, and the next ſucceeding Ages, not to men- 
tion the Gentile Court of the Temple, which our 
Saviour declared to be a place conſecrated by 
virtue of that Text of J7ſajah : tis well known 
how that our Saviour and his Apoſtles often re- 
paired for the publick exerciſe of Religion ta 
the Jewiſh Synagogues and Temple 5 beſides 
here were then other places' of prayer ſet apart 
by the Jews, and frequented by the Chriſtians , 
nay by Chriſt himſelf, as Z»4.6. 12. and continu- 
ed all night, i» rqwow,g5% ©47, in Gods houſe of prayer 5 
for ecywy ſignifies 4 houſe of prayer, as well as prayer 
it ſelf: in which ſence Fwveral uſeth the words 
Zn qua te quero Proſeu cha, and it muſt be ſo underſtood 
here, or elſe there cannot well be any true gramma- 

| tical 
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tical conſtrution made ofthe words without wrong: p;1. 7;.ms. 
ing, orat leaſt ſtreightning the ſence: ſo {##. 16.13. in lewn. 


F ivornt yr aggowys Avars where a houſe of prayer was famed 
or reputed to be the Arabick /ocus orationts; the Sy- 
riack dommns orationis, and St. Paul made it: a-place ro 
preach in alſo : we have the ſameword again-in 
the 16th. verſe ; and in the like manner may we 
render it, as- we went ks ac9wyr, to a houſe of 
prayer a Damfell met us ; nay,: their going from 
one place to another to pray, doth argye asmuch, 
vi2,, that they had then' {ome places more pecult- 
ar for prayer then others. - Chriſt and his Apoſtles - 


found other conſecrated places which -they made, -- 


uſe 'of for publick-and- Diviae Service; ſuch were , 
the Ymyce or upper Rooms to-often mentioned 1n 
the- Old and New Teſtament, . which-as the learn- 
ed Gregory obſerves m his critical. Notes; were ne 
other then places ſet apart for prayer: and other 
religious exerciſes : now *tts certain; that>Chridt 
and his Apoſtles repaired not 'to'theſe-places.-in 
compliance with Afofes's Rites, : ox:becauſe of | any 
command*in Moſes'staw', bat: that [they - might 

rform their Chriftian Solemaities:1n- places hal- 


owed or fit for ſuch ſacred.uſts:;/ and-it .1s pro: *,. . 


bable, that the Apoſtles: themietves in fomeſhorr 
proceſs | of time, or: fome* other: convert;Chriſti> 
ans as were contemporary with them,'-did deſtinate 
and fet apart-houſes of their own; - which-after: 
Dedication for diſtintion-ſake (as they:called the 
Chriſtian-Sabbath. the Lotds day 10.)thepcalled 
theſe Chriftian Synagogues; 3uxaznu GC and 
in ſome > vgs optax; chat: is to ſay the Lords: 
from whenve'the'the Engliſh work rk; or with 

an 


” 
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: an aſpirate, Church, which is as much as to ſay, 


EFpift. ad To- 
ths 8. 


Cat .Epift.s.8, 


Hift. wt, Se. 
Luk. 
Gatch. 6. 


Torſel.1;b. 11. 
«Annal. 

Vid 1:8.-c.1. 
and/ib.4.C.45. 


the Lords ; now that 'tis very likely, that Chriſti- 
ans did conſecrate and ſet apart ſuch houſes of 
their own, even in the Apoſtles time, appears, be- 
cauſe we finde the Apoſtle mentioning ſome ſuch 
place or places diſtinguiſhed by name from any 
as were in uſe among the Jews, as is evident 
from 1 Cor.14.28, 35. and 1 Cor. 11, 18, compared 
with v.20. this is made yet more probable from 
Inſtances qpr' of ancient hiſtory, which ſpeaks of 
many Churches even in the {tles times : St. 
Hartialis who lived near their time, makes men- 
tion of ſuch religious ftructures then already in 
uſe : the like doth -JViceph. Conſtantipolitanus ; and 
he inſtances 4n one among, the reſt founded by St. 
Andrew. Simein Metaphraftes tells of Temples and 
Altars built by St. Zzke 5 St; Cyril faith, that that 
place was a Church conſecrated by the Apoſtles, 
in which they were aſſembled at the day of Pex- 
zecoſt : ſome likewiſe think, that the houſe in which 
the bleſſed Virgin Mother. dwelt.at Vazareth, was 
made a Temple,: and 'conſecrated by the 4 war] 
and Mexandey reports in the life of St. Bernard, 
that St. Marks houſe A#. 12.12. was a Chriſtian 
Temple or' Oratory,::probably- ſuch; an: one as E«- 


ſebius calls new; Fiew #6262: for:ſuch-the Primitive 


were ſuch. doubtleſs as! were 


Chriſtians had.inirhitation ofthe Jews; and St. #e- 
rome mentions a famous Church there : Zuſebias like- 
wiſe ſpeaks of Oratories and Churches which hegalls 
es <AMdificis, which denvtes: they 'were of ſome 
years ſtanding, otherwiſe they; could not 

be well rermed old or-ancient-; ore they 
buil&in* the: Apoſtles 
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times : but Ef we look to the Ages immediately 
ſucceeding the”*Apoſtles, even to the time of Cox- 
ſftantine, and lower, I need not deſcend : wecannot 
want Inſtances to prove, that there were houſes 
conſecrated and ſet apart by Chriſtians themſelves, 
and that they had every where Oratories and 
Churches of their own, which they made uſe of 
for ther Religious ſolemaities. Philo the Jew 
ſpeaking of the worſhippers of «AZgypr, faiths. un e- 
very village they had a Religious houſe which they #6. 1-2. 7 
call Seminoz, which comes near the Greek owweivr, 
which ſignifies a place of worſhip : and if Zacian 
may be believed, he deſcribes one of the Chriſtian pja: Phibf 
Churches richly guilt and adorned in 7rajars time, 
who lived Ammo 103. nor 1s it but to be admired Socrar1.2:c.8; 
how zealous the Emperdur Conffentine was for ha: ,_ 
ving a houſe of prayer, who as Socrates and Zozo-i.;c; - 
»n tell us, built many himſelf, and ſuch as were 
very magnificent 3 and being about to make war zu. 3c 7;c. 
with the Perſians, he cauſed a Tabernacle or mo- G»f. lib. 4- 


ving Temple to be made, to carry with him, that 55%... 


therefore he might always have a holy houſe forc. 14 
his God, fnRified and prepared for religion I1OUS WOT= 
ſhip. And now as it hath been thus the cuſtome 
- in all Ages to have places ſet a for prayer 
and other religious Rites, ſo there have been Laws 
and Conſtitutions made, as now at this day in our 
Church, toenjoyn the people to repair thereunto : 
*rwas made a law in fael, that the [Tribes ſhould 
go up to. the Temple, and confonant thereto is 
Zonatius's Injunttion in rhe firſt times of the Goſpel, 
mui 3nd and mart; 3 wy ray 53266 all to oneplace, 
all to the Temple of God; in bis undoubted Epiſtle 


ro 


The AR a- 
gainſt them, 
calls them ſe- 
ditious Gon- . 
venticles. $i- hallowed and common ; for which cauſe Fuſtinian 


quis doces 


mum Deicon- 
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reaſon of the firſt building or ereRting of Church- 
es, Non ut diviſi ſimus cum convenire oportet, ſed ut di- 
viſt comungarmr, q.4. to prevent Conventicles and 
{uch hke cla ine Gabtions meetings, and ſuch 
lke the: Law of ovr Land accounts all religi- 
ous Aſſemblies in private houſes and places un- 


the Emperour enacted a Law againſt them ,- and 


_ in the ancient Council of Gangrs held in the purer 


 cox2en- t1mes of the 
FU; 114 £4 4- 


Church about the year 324. pronoun- 


guntur Ang. Cd Anathema apainſt | Fuſtachins and his adherents, 
athma fat. 

Cannon. 5. 
Crnon, 38. 


'nate made an Afthere 
as rending to the diſturbance of the State and the 


who held that Churches ſhould be negleQed, and 
publick meetings in them left .off, and that there 
ſhould be no' other Churches but mens private 
houſes, and no other meetings but Conventidles : 
Even 1n heathen Rome, the moſt learned PA rodims 
tellsus when a -ſort of Innovatours kept their 
Conventicles in oppolition to the way received a- 
mong them, of worſhipping their Gods, the Se- 
ould be no ſuch meeting, 


publick peace ; £t fs quis tale ſacrrum ſolemne & neceſ- 
ſarium duceret : and the Senate gave him leave, it 
muſt be with: this "condition, that when he per- 
formed his offices :of Religion his own way, #4 id 
facrum faceret dum ne plures quam quinque ſacrificio in- 
tereſſent ; and'if they were thus ſollicirous to' pre- 
ſerve and eſtabliſh; as a ſacred inviolable thing , 
the Idolatrous worſhip: of-their.'falſe Gods, what 
care can be-;great: enough .to; fecure:the ſolemn 
worſhip--of the only true God,” when it'is ſhaken 
by ſuch diviſions? 'moreover-in-the: days of Charles 
the Great, there was a Cannon made in the _— 
Cl 
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cil of Towers, wherein the people: were fequired to 

behave themſelves Treverently' in"the ' Church, 'to 

which our 18. Canon well agrees, and: both t&' 

that. of St. Paul, 1 Cor. 1x. but this by''the' way + 

fGnce then we have! everp-wheye Chutohes erected 

and places of k: worſhip,” whiclv'iwe-are 

firialy enjoyned by anthority to frequent andre! 

ir unto, at all fet' times, and ſeaſons ; what is it 

eſs then ſchiſm, were there nothing'elſe in it, out 

of contempt and oppoſition to'that Communion, to 

have recourſe tv/private:and<landeſtine meetings”; 

and though; Antiquity;mentions unto us private 
meetings , yet we may finde that'they were nor” ſet 

up for a ſeparation”, 'or'our” of opinion that better 

ſervices were performed there then inthe Church; 5 
but they were 'neceflitared! thereunto by reaſon'bf 
perſecution, - which oft-times lay ſore on the primi- 

tive Chriſtians , otherwiſe they — upon them ” 

the guilt of Schiſm, and were accordingly fo cenſu-'* © * 
red, and held as Schiſmaticks.” Thus were the Sams -/ «i .» - - 
ritans reputed, whoſe Schiſlay only-in their Sepas 125i 5 
rating from theappointed place of worſhip,'and"fee- ...,",. 
ting upanother in oppoſition to its for if we 'atiditan + - 
account of the Semeritens guilt according to Zpiphas , x,3.au 
nity Foſephus, Scaliger, and others, weſhallinde they cor (lai: ;: 
came at laſt to-differ nothing from the: Jews but 9972.0 
the place:of meeting 5 but- whether "this be' ſuck Jotwonin abr 
a:guilt'as{hould make” thoſe terms equivalent! foe. we. 
hy is « Samatitan, he hath a devil "and is "mad : 1520 5 
ſhallnot ſay: bur itis ſuch as'makes our Saviour fa pgare, Fob s. 
fome-what- excluſively ;/'#0bx, 4. 22. all the blef: a 
ſings and Salvations-of the law-did- indeed hover : 
upon Mount Gerizews wer given thence, that m_ - | 

: t 
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the place of them,-but. they were. cut away when 
Schiſm came3 the Church 1s not aplace.of bleſſing 

when it is"\boilt againſt a Church, Gerizim is Fbat 
when itftands in- competition with” Afount Sion. 
Thus I have in ſome meaſure Thope,. juſtifyed the 
Rites and' Ceremonies,” and !tutions of our 
Church, by ſhewing bow -perfetly conformable 
they are to the cuſtomes of the Churches of God, 

Al that I have now: to. adde is a ſhort Pareneſis 
or Exhortation , that. you'-would all be-perſwa- 
ded toa-compleat, conformity, and.for you” my re- 
verend Brethren of the C| as We. are ſet over, 
{o we ſhould be both rs and leaders of the 
people , both oy doQrine-and example, bringin 
Hi into thele paths of religious worſhip , an 
directing them-to-walk orderly therein : as zhe 
Prieſts Toe ſbould' preſerve iatelabe} fo we. ſhould 

InFroneifakh enable -our ſelves-not only to: ſhew . a alſo de: 

who wee an- fend the lawfulneſs of our Churches Rites. and 

were obliged p*r95 walked i in, whoſe ſeps' we follow! ; « this 
88 Canon'erjoyns us' all, :ro- preach up twice a 
car'atithe leaſt, : "AT penalty of ſuſpenſation; 


- 


becauſe moſt. tf not' all, [ amongſt 
CENTS. = all finde :who- will hate,” or: at leaſt,. 
ramdnieu'wof 07 2.f we-Plaialy: tell -rhein'a {truth char 

the GR nes Chance their- prejudices: we:: ſhonld therefore 
wy rudantly-inſinznee: the: thi and by: this-jn- 

vere obſer \nocents,/enocinium'fteal their: ons\into all the 

Wuum 

porn en Gaps: Parhp oftruth. I cannot; ſetchow: it'cis/'confiſtent 
Wore $-c- eg £:: ith ur; duty to-concedbany parti 'of-ciremmitatice 
ligious worſhip-whith _— — 
a ce-mmme s 

P - ſhould 
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ſhould. we —_—— 6-rwar _ ſence: 
worlſethen n ig Bret ; whoto gain 
the affetions of a> gody and:.rngudicious , and 


make their lower parts ſeem: talbjarid-ireverend , 
diſcover a:diflike to ſomeavfrahe 1ahlurches Rites 
and Ceremonies, whereby ofhers ate traduced: by 
the male-contented party , (wvbesbrook-everys man 
the better. by how. much the: les: obedient- )::for 


perſons more ſuperftitious. (as hey call it) then: 
they need, by. which.means alſo they work a kinde. 


ofaverſion :inthoſe who were in a fair way tobe 


perfettly conformable, and confirm ſuch who have, 
already - forſaken ' our Communion ;- let- us then 


above all others take heed we do not-by- this means 
enhanſe the repute ofa fation,; norletius — 
a peeviſh. Schiſmatick- by Chriſtening ; his chil 


without the Croſs or Surplice- ; to abate the' Croſs: 


or Ring, to lay. aſide the» Surplice,- to-curtail- the 
prayers, to omit the Letany or ſecond ſervice, - I. 


know recommends a man farther to ſome humours, 


'thenall the parts; learning and ſobriety of another 
that is faithful 'to his duty ; but I beſeech all to 


remember that it is God and conſcience, and. the - 


publick laws that ought to be fatisfied, and not a 
private-intereſt or a faction. You-haye all taken the 


Oaths of Supremagy ahd "Ciyoricatgbedience, and: 
there is nothing required of you but what the King - 


may lawfully command, nothing but what-the Ca- 
nons of the Church enjoyn , and what your ſelves 


when you-eatred into the 'Miniſtry-knew you were : 


all bound to obſeryes but if there be any. that will 
not conſider and weigh:there Engagements, I hope 
the reſpective Church-wardens-will look to their 


F 2 _ Oath. 


PF 
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Oath, and make a true Preſentment , not forſwear 
themſelves to excuſe their Miniſters 3 and methinks 
none can take it ill , if they will not hazard thoſe ve- 
ry ſouls which themſelyes labour to fave : the like 
care ought the Church-wardens to take 1n preſent- 
ing the Lules and faileurs of the people as well as of 
their Miniſter , as by Oath they are bound, which 
incaſe you wilfully omit, the 117 Canon declares, 
the Ordinary may proceed againſt you in ſuch ſort, 
as in cauſes of wiltull perjury in a Court Ecclefiaſti- 
cal *tis already by Law provided ; but if the Church- 
wardens do conſcientiouſly diſcharge their duty,and 
delinquents be duly preſented, and then they conti- 
nue perverſe and refraQtory, and ſoprove contenti- 
ous, they are in the next place to be rejeted and 
cenſured as Tmpugners of the Cuſtomes of the 
Church,according to that of our Apoſtle in the text : 
tf ſeem to be contentions z3 we have n0 ſuch cuſtome, 
or the Church of God. 
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